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SCHEDULING OF DISPOSITIONS

Scheduling Software Update

As part of the transition to a scheduling model based 
on the delayed assignment of judges to cases, the Court 
implemented a ‘non-published’ judicial rota in January 2014.  
At that time an exception was made to allow JCMs to schedule 
and identify the judges expected to sit in the criminal 
remand/disposition courts 2-6 weeks in advance, subject 
to local practice.  Given that longer sentencing hearings are 
generally not scheduled into these courts, additional options 
have now been identified where counsel wish to dispose of a 
case prior to a trial date:  

1. Sentencing hearings that are a bit longer than the routine 
cases that are typically scheduled into a disposition 
docket (i.e. more than twenty minutes but less than 
one hour) may be scheduled by a JCM into a regular 
sentencing docket if court time is available.  The ability of 
the regularly scheduled list to absorb increased volume 
will have to be closely monitored by the JCMs.  As always, 
these dispositions may be moved into available courts 
on the “day of.”

2. Extra disposition docket time may be created in the 
court calendar to allow for longer dispositions to be 
scheduled in the Surrey and Main Street courthouses. 
Judges scheduled to these disposition courts may be 
identified 2-6 weeks ahead of time, subject to local 
practice. This option will require trial or conference days 
to be converted to disposition days, and thus will have to 
be used carefully so to not unduly cause delay in other 
areas.

3. Counsel can make an application to request that a judge 
be assigned to a matter for sentencing.  Such applications 
will be considered by the Regional Administrative Judge 
or their designate and scheduled as appropriate in 
conjunction with the JCMs.  

It should be noted that for all of the methods identified, 
counsel will not be able to select the sentencing judge, but 
rather be informed of the names of judges scheduled to 
disposition courts over a period of time or of the name of the 
judge assigned specifically to their case.   JCMs will continue to 
caution counsel that the schedule is subject to change. 

On July 7th, 2014, the first  Assignment Court began operating 
in Port Coquitlam. Counsel and litigants appear at 9:00 am 
on the day of trial and indicate whether they are ready to 
proceed to trial or not. Cases that require a contested 
hearing to resolve are promptly fed out to available trial  
judges and hearings commence at 9:30 AM.  By delaying the 
assignment of cases to courtrooms and judges to trial courts, 
Assignment Court can be an effective way of ensuring that 
matters are able to proceed in a timely way.

The second Assignment Court will begin operating at 222 
Main Street in October 2014 and thereafter at Robson Square, 
Victoria, Kelowna, Abbotsford and Surrey.  The Project team 
will continue to work with the court users and staff in Port 
Coquitlam and other Assignment Court sites to help with the 
transition and launch in each location. 

The Provincial Court Scheduling System (PCSS) is a key tool for 
the Judicial Case Managers to support the delayed assignment 
model.  An important element of the new software is the 
ability to search for best dates when scheduling.  The JCMs 
in Port Coquitlam and New Westminster have been piloting 
PCSS since April and the software is now ready to proceed 
in other locations, starting at 222 Main St. (Vancouver) in 
August 2014.  

Another technology component that went live with 
Assignment Court in Port Coquitlam is the digital display 
boards that reflect court assignments in real time.  Digital 
displays have also been installed at the other six assignment 
court locations and will be activated one at a time, prior to 
assignment court becoming operational at each courthouse.
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TALK TO US
Do you have a question or concern regarding the 
Provincial Court Scheduling Project?  Do you have 
an idea or feedback that would assist us as we move 
forward in this process? Is there someone you would 
like to see profiled or a brief article you would like to 
see published in the newsletter? Please e-mail: PCSS@
provincialcourt.bc.ca.

Provincial Court Scheduling Project Timeline

Want to Know More? Check out our website!

A SharePoint website is available to provide information and 
access to project material. To access the site, please go to 
this extranet site:

https://extranet.provincialcourt.bc.ca.

Use this USERNAME ID (type exactly as follows): 

PROVJUD\pcspinfo

The generic password: WelcomePCSP13

If you have issues accessing the site, please e-mail 
pcss@provincialcourt.bc.ca.
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